FATHEKS AND CHILDREN
The coach rolled away in the direction of
Nikolskoe. But having resolved on the folly,
the friends were even more obstinately
silent than before, and seemed positively ill-
humoured.
Directly the steward met them on the *teps
of Madame Odintsov's house, the friends could
perceive that they had acted injudiciously in
giving way so suddenly to a passing impulse
They were obviously not expected They
sat rather a long while, looking rather foolish,
in the drawing-room. Madame Odintsov
came in to them at last She greeted them
with her customary politeness, but was sur-
prised at their hasty return; and, so far as
could be judged from the deliberation of her
gestures and words, she was not over pleased at
it They made haste to announce that they
had only called on their road, and must go on
farther, to the town, within four hours* She
confined herself to a slight exclamation, begged
Arkady to remember her to his father, and
sent for her aunt The princess appeared very
sleepy, which gave her wrinkled old face an
even more ill-natured expression. Katya was
not well; she did not leave her room. Arkady
suddenly realised that he was at least as anxious
to see Katya as Anna Sergyevna herself. The
fpur hoyrs were spent in insignificant discussfpjj
'                 '"""